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Provide Plurality of Dispensing Units 

Each Dispensing Unit Holds a Plurality 
of Multiple Distinct Items 
Each Dispensing Unit has Processor 
and Memory 
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Periodically Send Restocking Information 
from Dispensing Units to Server Computer 

Restocking Information Includes 
Restock Quantity for Each Distinct Item 
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Aggregate Restock Quantities Over 
Dispensing Units for Each of Multiple 
Distinct Items 
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Generate Order Information for Items to be 
Resitocked Based on Aggregated 
Restocking Information 
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Electronically Send Ordering Information to 
Supplier Computers to Order Items 
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Poll Dispensing Units Using Server 
Computer to Obtain Quantities of Items to 
be Restocked 
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Generate Ordering Information Using Server 
Computer and Determining Supplier 
Information 
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Electronically Send Ordering Information 
from Server Computer to Application 
Computer Having Hosted Procurement 
Application 
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Access Hosted Procurement Application to 
View Ordering Information on Display 
Screen of User Computer for Approval, 
Modification, or Cancellation 
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Send Ordering Information from Application 
Computer to Electronic Requisition and 
Purchasing System 
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Generate Electronic Purchase-Order 
Numbers Using Electronic Requisition and 
• Purchasing System 
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Electronically Send Purchase Order Number 
and Supplier Number to Business Portal 
Computer and to Supplier Computer 
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Electronically Send Advanced Shipping 
Notice to Business Portal Computer, 
Application Computer, and Server Computer 
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Electronically Send Information in 
Advanced Shipping Notice to Dispensing 
Units 
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Ship At Least Some Ordered Items to 
Dispensing Units Contained in Advanced 
Shipping Notice 
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Electronically Send Information in 
Advanced Shipping Notice to User 
Computer for Items Not Stocked in 
Dispensing Units 
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Restock Shipped Items Into Dispensing 
Units 
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Reconcile Restocked Items with Advanc d 
Shipping Notice Using Dispensing-Unit 
Processor 
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Electronically Send Confirmation Receipt 

from Server Computer to Supplier 
Computers and to Electronic Requisition 
and Purchasing System 
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Generate Electronic Invoice at Supplier 
Computer Based on Receipt and Send to 
Business Portal Computer and Application 
Computer 
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Electronically Transmit Electronic Invoice 
from Application Computer to Electronic 
Requisition and Purchasing System, and 
Generate Payment 



Fig. 14A 
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Provide Plurality of Dispensing Units 

Each Dispensing Unit Holds Plurality of Distinct Items on 

Consignment from External Supplier 

Each Dispensing Unit has Processor and Memory 
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Periodically Send Restocking Information from Dispensing Unit 
to Server Computer 

Restocking Information Includes Restock Quantity for Each 
Distinct Item 
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Aggregate Restock Quantities ( 
of Multiple D 


Dver Dispensing Units for Each 
istinct Items 
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Generate Order Information for Items to be Restocked Based 
on Aggregated Restocking information 
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Electronically Send Ordering Information to Supplier 
Computers to Order Items 



Fig. 14B 




Application No.: 09/624,154 
^ Applicant: Peter Godlewski et al. 

Title TEMS AND METHODS FOR PURCHASING, 
DISTRIBUTING ITEMS 
Sheet 16 of 16 



INV 



G AND 



Provide Plurality of Dispensing Units 



Each Dispensing Unit IHolds Plurality f Distinct Items on 

Consignment from External Supplier 

Each Dispensing Unit has Processor and Memory 
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Periodically Send Restocking Information from Dispensing Unit 
to Server Computer 

• Restocking Information Includes Restock Quantity for Each 
Distinct Item 
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Generate Aggregated List of Distinct Items and Associated 
Quantities to be Restocked Based on Restocking Information 



Provide Hosted Procurement Application to Permit Manual 
Selection of Suppliers, Manufacturers, and Quantities For 
Items in the Aggregated List 



Generate Ordering Information for Items to be Restocked 
Based on Manual Selection Using the Hosted Procurement 

Application 



Electronically Send Ordering Information to Supplier 
Computers to Order Items to be Restocked Into Dispensing 

Units 



Electronically Post Desired Items and Quantities Using the 
Hosted Procurement Application 



Order Items Not on Aggregated List Using Hosted Procurement 

Application 



Electronically Post Suppliers and Manufacturers of Items and 
Prices Using Hosted Procurement Application 



Fig. 14C 



